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The School Board of Pinellas County, Florida, prohibits any and all forms of discrimination and harassment based on race, 

color, sex, religion, national origin, marital status, age, sexual orientation or disability in any of its programs, services or 

activities. 

“The mission of Brooker Creek Elementary is to enable students to reach their highest level of learning within a safe and 

positive environment.” 

 

 

 

Dear Bobcat Families, 

 

What an overwhelming Great American Teach-In day we had before Thanksgiving break. We had 

over 75 speakers talking to our students about more careers than I could even begin to list. Thank 

you for making this day such an amazing experience for our students. We are so lucky to have 

such a community of support for our school. 

 

It’s officially the holiday season!  I hope that you enjoyed your Thanksgiving break and are rested 

and ready for December. This is a very busy time of year for everyone. We have many things going 

on at school before we enjoy our December holiday break. Please make sure to help your child(ren) 

stay in the “school routine” over the next few weeks. This can be hard this time of year as we try 

to enjoy all of the festivities the season brings to our lives. However, we do have lots of learning to 

do at school and each day is important. 

 

I was overwhelmed with the response that our first learning challenge brought to our school. We 

had over 150 students choose to participate in the challenge over Thanksgiving break. We will be 

enjoying a movie together on December 10th. We will certainly be issuing another challenge over 

our next break. We hope to see even more of our Bobcats complete our next challenge and join us 

for a special movie in January. 

 

As we look into the new year, it is always a great time to set some goals for ourselves. Embracing 

a growth mindset is something I am working on both here at school with my own family, and plan 

to continue to strive toward in the coming year. Having a growth mindset isn’t just about 

learning; it impacts every aspect of our lives. If you have a growth mindset, you believe with work, 

practice and perseverance that you can improve. This is a huge shift for some of us, but it can 

make anything possible for our children. No matter what goals you may have for the coming year, 

discuss them with your kids and encourage them to set some goals of their own. They could start 

with the winter break learning challenge,  

 

Happy Holidays to you all! 

Sincerely, 

 

Jenn Mekler, Principal 
 

NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

It is the most wonderful time of the year! As I walk around the halls and classrooms, 

everyone seems to have a little extra pep in their step (it must be because we have a two 

week vacation coming very soon)! I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving break 

and was able to relax and enjoy time with their families. As we are full swing in the 

holiday season, it is easy to get busy with all the things the holidays can bring. It is 

extremely important to remember to make sure your student(s) are at school every day, 

on-time, and for the full day. There is a lot of research regarding the direct correlation 

between school attendance and student achievement. It is our hope to make sure each 

student is receiving the most out of their academic day. During the two week winter break, 

your child should continue to extend their learning. Resources are available through the 

PCSB website. Some fun ways to extend learning may be cooking/baking together and 

using math while working on the recipe, grocery shopping together and having your child 

estimate, round, or add the prices of items being purchased, and of course, read a book 

together every day or night. 

  

Our Bobcat staff has been working on practicing healthy life habits in conjunction with 

our Wellness Committee. For the month of December, we will be focusing on the 

importance of appropriate hand washing. The CDC recommends hands to be washed 

under warm water with soap for at least 20 seconds. While washing, be sure to scrub the 

back of your hands, under your finger nails, and in between your fingers. Hands should be 

washed a minimum of 6 times per day (before you eat, after using the restroom, etc). 

Please help us reiterate this important wellness tip to your students during the month of 

December.  

 

Thank you for your continued support and help in making Brooker Creek such an amazing 

school and environment for our students! I would like to wish you and your family a very 

happy, safe, and joyful holiday season! 

 

Happy Holidays, 

Abby Cannata, Asst. Principal 

 

A note from Mrs. Cannata, Assistant Principal…. 
 

 



  

 

 
 

Mrs. Prillhart’s Counselor Corner 
 

 

          Our East Lake Sunrise Rotary Club December Student of the Month award goes to Daniel 

Spicher in Mrs. Makris’s homeroom. Daniel serves as President of our Student Council.  He is 

extremely respectful to all adults at all times. Daniel is always one of the first students to offer help 

to anybody whenever he notices the need. He always looks for opportunities to grow as a learner 

and takes advantage of these opportunities.   Daniel is an all-around outstanding citizen and well 

deserving of this achievement. Congratulations, Daniel! 

 

Wow, Great American Teach-In Day was another fun-filled, learning day at BCE. We had 

about 70 presenters log in around 102 volunteer hours! The students had a blast learning about 

various careers and hobbies. It truly showed our future leaders that no matter what your strengths 

or interests are, there is a profession out there for you!  

 

I would like to give a special thank you to our GATI presenters who stayed a few hours or 

the entire day instructing our students; our PTA President-Mrs. Tessa McGrew, Mr. Doug Jones, 

Mr. Ted Gates, Mr. Jim Kurtz, Miss Lucy Divilio, A Safari Dental, Albert Family Orthodontics, 

No Sugar Bugs Club Family Dentistry, St. Francis Care Pet Care Center, East Lake Library, Dali 

Museum, and Brooker Creek Preserve. Lastly, but never least, I would like to extend a huge thank 

you to our BCE PTA Hospitality for the overwhelming, delicious spread of refreshments 

throughout the day for all our presenters. Events like the Great American Teach-In are successful 

because of the incredible support we receive from the community and from our wonderful PTA.  

Thank you to all and I wish everyone a very Happy Holiday Season! 

 

 

Sincerely, Toniann Prillhart (School Counselor)  

 

 

                                                      



 

  

TURKEY TROT WINNERS 

2016 

 
Kindergarten 

 

        Boys                                                                                     Girls                     

1st Brady Western  21 laps                                        1st Lily Kanchl  21 laps 

                                                                                   1st  Addison Sequeria 21 laps 

 

 

First Grade 

1st Camden Kurtz  26 laps                                         1st Isabella Babiak 21 laps 

                                                                                   1st Laya Richute 21 laps 

                                                                                   1st Avionna Emanule 21 laps 

 

Second Grade 

1st Manny Kunsman  31 laps                                     1st  Lilian Sequeira 21 laps 

                                                                                   1st Lyla Hage  21 laps 

                                                                                   1st Addison Tooth 21 laps 

                                                                                   1st Sydney Wright 21 laps 

 

Third Grade 

 1st Giorgios Melandinos  29 laps                             1st Emily Riveria 21 laps 

 

Fourth Grade 

1st Bryce Legel 30 laps                                            1st Charlie Sraxton / Brosious 25 laps 

                                                                                 1st Mallory Morris 25 laps 

1st  Everest Ouellette 30 laps                                   1st Nicolette Handza 25 laps 

                                                                                 1st Mia Melton 25 lap 

                                                                                 1st Sophia Feccarotta 25 laps  

 

Fifth grade 

1st Luke Cannon  30 laps                                          1st Kayelyn Butts 27 Laps  

 



 

 

 

  

 
 
      
 
      
      

Happy Holidays BCE Families!!! 
 

Let’s start this festive season with some exciting news! Four of our artists were chosen to represent 

Brooker Creek at The Morean Art Center in St. Petersburg in their themed “Word and Image” art 

show. Congratulations to the following students: 

 

Ava King, 4th grade 

Elias Loubani 4th grade 

Breanna Gergen 5th Grade 

Katelyn Butts 5th Grade 

 

The opening reception and awards ceremony will take place at The Morean Art Center 719 Central 
Ave, St. Petersburg, FL 33701 on Saturday, February 11th, 2017 at 3:00pm 

 

We are currently gathering art submissions for Dunedin Fine Arts Center’s “Great StART” show. 

Those chosen will be announced in the January newsletter. 

 

Donations: 

 

Thank you to all the generous families who have donated art supplies, gift cards and additional funds 

to the art room. Everything is greatly appreciated and never gone to waste. We are in need of natural 

items for holiday sewing crafts and ongoing projects if you would like to have your kids gather and 

hunt.  

 

 Small pine cones 

 Acorn tops (we are using the little acorn hats for several projects) 

 Small twigs no larger than 12 inches long  

 Small (no larger than 6x6”) tree stump rounds for printmaking and sculpture projects. I’m currently 
working with The National Parks Foundation to create kids art to support and protect our National 
Parks. This will be an ongoing theme as it’s near and dear to my heart. 
 
Thanks as always for your support, 
Shannon Livingston 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

News from the Art Department 



  
OPERATIONAL 

 
Campus Locked 

 
The campus will be locked and closed at 4:00 each day.  If a student forgets a book, homework, or anything else at 

school, they will not be permitted to go back to the classroom. 

 

Bus Business 
Here is some good information to know for bus riders:  

 

If a bus rider wants a friend to go home with him/her, the friend cannot ride the bus.  Even if the friend is a 

bus rider on another bus, they still are not permitted to go on a bus other than the one to which they are 

assigned. 

 

 Students who are not bus riders cannot ride the bus.   

Parents and unauthorized adults are not permitted by law to board a bus. 

Students are expected to remain seated and keep their hands to themselves during the ride. 

Students are expected to listen and follow the driver’s instructions. 

Students may only board and exit the bus at the stops the district has assigned to them.  
 

Following these tips will keep students safe. 

 

♫ December/January Notes from Music ♫ 
 

♫Recorder 
Thanks to PTA our recorder program we will pick up our recorders again in 5th grade, 4th grade & 3rd grade. Please continue 
to support PTA and keep collecting Box Tops as this is an example of how our students are benefiting from money raised 
through the Box Top collection by PTA. 
 

♫Chorus Winter Concert 
Thank you, for your support. A great concert. Please feel free to share any pictures taken at the concert with me at 
rossste@pcsb.org 
 
 

Quaver Music  
Please help your student to create an account at www.quavermusic.com  this is a wonderful music resource for us to use 
between school and home. It is FREE to join and use the activities that I will show our students in music class.  

 
Got an instrument and need some help learning how to play? 
Check out the website www.jamzone.littlekidsrock.org  there are online video lessons to get you started and hundreds of 
songs to keep you playing all year long! 
 

 

Regards 

Mr. Ross 

 

mailto:rossste@pcsb.org
http://www.quavermusic.com/
http://www.littlekidsrock.org/


Library Media and Technology News 

 

Library Free Book Program: 

The Brooker Creek Media Center is continuing to give away free books to our young readers.   We 

have books covering many topics and reading ranges.  Your child may take as many of these books 

as they will read.  When they have finished; we ask that they just pass them on to another reader.  

Parents are encouraged to come in and find some free books for your children, too. 

Technology News:   

Brooker Creek is participating in the Hour of CODE the week of December 5th – December 9th.  

Every 21st-century student should have the opportunity to take part in creating technology that’s 

changing our world. The basics help nurture creativity and problem-solving skills, and prepare 

students for any future career. The Hour of Code is a global movement reaching tens of millions of 

students in 180+ countries.  By exposing both girls and boys to fundamental computing concepts 

on a level playing field, starting with the earliest learners, we can inspire today’s generation of 

students to build technology. 

  
Library News: 

The media center is a place where kids learn to enjoy reading. When a student chooses the books 
that interest them, they are more interested in reading. Remind your child to choose a just right 
book.  Please take time to share their books with them. By sitting together looking at the 
pictures, reading the captions and talking about the story, you are building memories and 
modeling good reading habits that will last your child a lifetime. If you would like to view our 
inventory of books, please go to  http://destiny.pinellas.k12.fl.us  and select Brooker Creek 
Elementary. This will give you a direct link to all the books that we have in our collection available 
for checkout.  
 
Remember that the public libraries are a great resource for both enjoyment and information, too. 

Please visit their websites at either http://www.eastlakelibrary.org/  for East Lake or 

http://www.tarponspringslibrary.org/  for Tarpon Springs. 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more you learn, the more places you’ll go.” 
— Dr. Seuss        
 

 

For more information on the Hour of Code please visit: 
                       https://hourofcode.com/us 

 

http://destiny.pinellas.k12.fl.us/
http://www.eastlakelibrary.org/
http://www.tarponspringslibrary.org/
https://hourofcode.com/us


  

 

Join Us at Brooker Creek Elementary  

On 

January 10, 2017 

6:00 p.m. in the Cafeteria 

 

 
Meet the Kindergarten Teachers 

Take a Tour of Classrooms 

Learn about the Kindergarten Curriculum 

Find out about Registering for Next School Year 

 

 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=round+up&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.granburyisd.org/kindergartenroundup&ei=ZHi2VLK-LsqzggSCsoTICA&bvm=bv.83640239,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGSxoq6_ObcOD3ItvvJi497LXZCVg&ust=1421330908530240
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/nTX/oq9/nTXoq9qnc.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/rope-border&h=1454&w=1156&tbnid=5ym2ANFkHVScGM:&docid=G4NmpOCrcJnsFM&ei=UuthVoD5BorHetzxlsgM&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwiA6taH-sLJAhWKox4KHdy4Bck4yAEQMwg-KDswOw


 

 

 

 

 

  

Hand washing… Our Best Defense against Germs. 
 

The Center for Disease Control reports that keeping hands clean is the single most important step we 

can take to avoid getting sick and spreading illness to others.  Proper handwashing prevents disease and 

illness.   

 Use soap & water to scrub all surfaces of the hands 

 Key areas:  in-between fingers, under fingernails, around & under jewelry 

 Older children & adults scrub for 20 seconds. Try singing the “ABC song” or the “Happy 

Birthday” song 

 Avoid touching the faucet and door after washing; if possible, use a paper towel to turn off the 

faucets and open the door 

 Hand sanitizers can be used if soap and water are not available 

 

Additionally, cover your nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing.  Or, the CDC now recommends 

“Sneeze in your Sleeve”. Keep your hands away from your eyes, nose and mouth.  Keep your child 

home if they are sick or have had a fever in the last 24 hours.  And remember, just because you can’t see 

germs doesn’t mean they are not there! 

By frequently washing your hands you wash away germs that you have picked up from other people, or 

from contaminated surfaces, or from animals and animal waste.  

What happens if you do not wash your hands frequently?  
You pick up germs from other sources and then you infect yourself when you  

 Touch your eyes  

 Or your nose  

 Or your mouth.  

One of the most common ways people catch colds is by rubbing their nose or their eyes after their hands 

have been contaminated with the cold virus.  

You can also spread germs directly to others or onto surfaces that other people touch. And before you 

know it, everybody around you is getting sick.  

The important thing to remember is that, in addition to colds, some pretty serious diseases -- like 

hepatitis A, meningitis, and infectious diarrhea -- can easily be prevented if people make a habit of 

washing their hands.  

When should you wash your hands? 
You should wash your hands often. Probably more often than you do now because you can't see germs 

with the naked eye or smell them, so you do not really know where they are hiding.  

It is especially important to wash your hands  

 Before, during, and after you prepare food  

 Before you eat, and after you use the bathroom  

 After handling animals or animal waste  

 When your hands are dirty, and  

 More frequently when someone in your home is sick.  

 

 



 

What is the correct way to wash your hands?  

 First wet your hands and apply liquid or clean bar soap. Place the bar soap on a rack and allow 

it to drain.  

 Next rub your hands vigorously together and scrub all surfaces.  

 Continue for 20 seconds or about the length of a little tune. It is the soap combined with the 

scrubbing action that helps dislodge and remove germs.  

 Rinse well and dry your hands.  

It is estimated that one out of three people do not wash their hands after using the restroom. So these 

tips are also important when you are out in public.  

Washing your hands regularly can certainly save a lot on medical bills. Because it costs less than a 

penny, you could say that this penny's worth of prevention can save you a $50 visit to the doctor.  

Source: CDC Website   www.cdc.gov 

 

If you have questions- Please contact Pinellas County School Health Services at 727-588-6320  

 

 

 

 

Student Council collected 

1531 food items for the 

Salvation Army 

 

 

 
LOST & FOUND 

 

Items are located in front of the café.  All items 

will be given away December 15th.  Please stop 

by and claim your missing items.  Thanks! 
 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/

